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On Saturday, August 23", the museum had a booth at
the Levitt for their “All My Relatives” festival which ran
from 10am-5pm. This event was a celebration of Native Exhibits Representative
American music, art and culture and consisted of a
vendor fair, fashion showcase, visual artist showcase, performances and an interactive children’s
area. We set up a table with our hands-on buffalo pack and displayed the many parts of the bison
and how the Lakota people used them in their traditional life. We also had flyers promoting the new
exhibit at the Old Courthouse Museum titled, “An Indigenous America.” Our participation was a last
minute ask from the Levitt when one of their other activities was forced to cancel. We couldn’t have
participated that day without the help of our volunteers. Deanna Darr, Jenae Ruesink-Cross, Emily
Hopfauf and Carrie Dunn stepped up at the last minute to help us out and manned the booth. It was
a great day to be outside, and a great day to showcase the museum at this important event.




Exhibits Department

Thank you to all the volunteers to helped with the production of An
Indigenous America. Whether it was helping take down the old
exhibit, preparing artifacts to move to the Old Courthouse Museum,
or attending the exhibit opening reception, we are always grateful for
your support!

So what is the Exhibits Department working on now? Eli has been
busy painting and replacing the plexiglass in 14 storm windows at
the Pettigrew Home and Museum. We’ve also started going through
the materials for our next exhibit! Next year marks the 250"
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. The
Siouxland Heritage Museums will join the rest of the country in
celebration with our next exhibit. We will look at the different
traditions the United States, South Dakota, and Sioux Falls
celebrates America. This exhibit will replace the gallery with the
museum’s George Catlin prints and is set to open on November 13.

Collections
Department

Over the course of the
last few months the
museums have been
fortunate to have three
students from Augustana
University working on
scanning and cataloging
over 1,500 35mm slides,
and 30 8mm films. The
slides and films come
from the family of Alfred
White, Sr., who came to
Sioux Falls in 1945.
White continued to
document the African
American community in
Sioux Falls for the next
50 years. The museums
have partnered with
Augustana University and
the South Dakota African
American History
Museum to work on this
project. The project has
received an African
American Civil Rights
History Grant, through

2024.48.256; Carolyn White at Sioux
Falls City Hall, 1952

2023.51.208, Vikings Day Parade, 1967
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the National Park Service, and are seeking to identify and document existing structures that were
significant to African American history in Sioux Falls and nominate these to the National Register of

Historic Places.

If you would like to look through any of these images, please visit

siouxlandmuseums.catalogaccess.com/home and search for the “Alfred White, Sr. Collection.”
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14 15 16 17 |18 19 |20
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@OCM 2pm @MRC
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28 29 30
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Fort Dakota’s
Military & Stage
Roads, 2pm
@OCM

New in the Museum Store

The museum store has been hopping this summer! Thanks to our
store volunteers, museum guests are able to spend time perusing the
store’s unique merchandise. Have you stopped by the store recently?
Remember, all volunteers receive a 15 percent discount on store

purchases. Recently, a number of new books were added to store

shelves, including A Chase to the Death: The Detailed Pursuit of the
James-Younger Gang Following the Northfield Raid by Russ Swanson;
Cascades of the Big Sioux River: A Natural & Cultural History by Peter
Carrels; Determined. A South Dakota Family’s Story by Signe Sather-

Blair; and Katy of Rose Valley (Book 2 of the Roses of the Valley

Series) by Joan & Lisa Mueller.




